
Memorial unveiled to ‘Original’ All  Black in Donegal 
 
Sir Jerry Mateparae and IRFU President Philip 
Orr recently unveiled Ramelton’s memorial to 
Dave Gallaher, Captain of the ‘Original’ All 
Blacks, to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
legendary player’s death at the Battle of 
Passchendaele in 1917. 

 
 

Born in Ramelton, Dave Gallaher’s family emigrated to the Bay of Plenty, New Zealand in 1878 as part of the 
Vesey-Stewart Special Settlement Scheme. Dave was five years old. They settled in Katikati, on the North 
Island where David’s mother Maria, became the local schoolteacher. Maria died in 1887 at the tragically 
young age of 42, leaving 11 children without a mother. Two years later, the 17-year old Dave Gallaher moved 
to Auckland and played rugby – first for the Parnell Club and then the Ponsonby Club from 1896. In that year 
he also debuted at provincial level. His rugby career was interrupted when in 1901, he joined the New 
Zealand Contingent of Mounted Rifles to fight in the Boer War.  

 

 
 
Gallaher is revered as the captain of the 1905/06 New 
Zealand touring team (the first to be known as the All Blacks) 
that won 34 out of 35 matches during that tour, setting a 
high standard for all future All Blacks teams to follow. 
 

 

During the First World War, 43 year old Gallaher enlisted in the 2nd Battalion, Auckland Regiment within the 
New Zealand Division to fight in Europe. At the Battle of Passchendaele he was shot in the face during the 
attack on Gravenstafel Spur, Belgium on 4 October 1917 and died later that day. His grave at Nine Elms 
cemetery gives his age as 41 - he was in fact almost 44. It has become a shrine to many Kiwi tourists and All 
Black teams alike. 

He has since been inducted into the World Rugby Hall of Fame, International Rugby Hall of Fame, and 
the New Zealand Sports Hall of Fame. A number of memorials exist in Gallaher's honour, including 
the Gallaher Shield for the winner of Auckland's club championship, and the Dave Gallaher Trophy contested 
between the national teams of France and New Zealand. 

 
 
In 2015 the jersey worn by Dave Gallaher in a test 
match against Wales in 1905 was sold at auction 
in Cardiff for £180,000 - a world record for a 
jersey from any sporting discipline. 

 
 

Thanks to the Dave Gallagher Society for allowing us to use this article 


