
Football Friendly: New Zealand v Northern Ireland 
  
New Zealand played Northern Ireland for the first time at full international level 
at the National Football Stadium at Windsor Park on Friday 2 June 2017. The 
New Zealand Deputy High Commissioner in London was the Guest of Honour 
while three Directors of the Ulster New Zealand Trust at the Ballance House 
were also invited to the match.  We were royally received in the George Best 
suite at Windsor Park with a splendid dinner before the match with 
strawberries and coffee being served during the interval. We watched the 
match from the best, and most comfortable seats in Lower South Stand on the 
halfway line. 
  
The match was an opportunity for both teams to get in some much needed 
match practice prior to future important matches – Northern Ireland against 
Azerbaijan in the 2018 World Cup and New Zealand’s forthcoming matches in 
Russia in the Confederation Cup. The New Zealand team known as the “All 
Whites” were strangely playing in an all black strip! had considerable 
knowledge and experience of playing away from home with team members 
playing regularly in England, Australia, America, Canada, France, Germany, 
Holland, South Africa and of course in New Zealand. The majority of the 
Northern Ireland team play in the English, Scottish and Irish Leagues and the 
New Zealand Captain – Chris Woods- is a regular player with Leeds United. 
We had hoped that the New Zealand team would be able to fit in a short visit 
to the Ballance House, but their tight training and travelling schedule 
unfortunately prevented this – but we are hoping for better luck next time 
when the finals of the Women’s World Rugby Cup are being played in Belfast 
on the assumption that the Kiwi Ladies will reach the semi-final stage of the 
competition. 
  
Not being a regular football supporter it was fascinating to see a real game 
played without the instant highlights and replays of “Match of the Day and I 
was most impressed with the speed with which the game flowed from end to 
end of the pitch with very many fewer infringements than in rugby Northern 
Ireland dominated the first half of the match and should have had more to 
show than a single goal by Liam Boyce. However New Zealand made a 
stronger showing in the second half and Kosta Barbarouses hit the upright 
with a powerful drive. The final score was Northern Ireland 1 New Zealand 0, 
but the game was much closer than the final score suggests with Northern 
Ireland perhaps hoping for a clearer result. There was a very dominant 
lambeg drummer player sitting just down below us who made his feelings very 
clear to all!! 
  
It was an absolute privilege to be invited to the Northern Ireland National 
Football Stadium to witness this match to savour the hospitality of the Irish 
Football Association. 
 
David Twigg 
June 2017 
  


