
Professor Sinclair Stockman runs the office for the NZ Consulate in 
Northern Ireland from his home in Belfast. Stepping up to the door, a formal 
NZ plaque indicates I have the right place and if I was in any doubt of his 
allegiances, the Rugby jerseys hanging pride of place behind his office desk 
quell any concerns. Taking a closer look, the All Blacks jersey is signed by 
the squad who were beaten by Ireland in 2017, the first time in 111 years. 
The other jersey is Irish and signed by the team that this season beat not 
only NZ but also Australia, South Africa and more recently, England. A 
bookcase runs the full length of one wall and holds an eclectic collection of 
books ranging from autobiographies to more technology based reading. The 
shelves also boast artefacts from his travels alongside proudly displayed 
family mementos from current and past generations. Tucked in another 
corner is a well-stocked drinks cabinet that reflects his enjoyment of red 
wine from both NZ and France, a country he called home for over a decade. 

So how can this well-educated and travelled man, who has no blood 
connections to NZ and has visited just the once on his honeymoon several 
years ago, represent those of us who find ourselves residing in a country 
nearly as far away as possible from NZ, the place we call home? 

Professor Stockman was an acquaintance of departing Honorary Consul, 
Margaret Lee whom he had met through the Social Networking Trust. She 
approached Sinclair to gauge his interested in taking up the vacated role. 
The application was made in May 2016 and passed through many hands 
including those of recently retired NZ High Commissioner to London Sir 
Lockwood Smith, the NZ Prime Minister and Governor General before 
Sinclair was appointed to the role in January 2017. Even though Sinclair's 
current diplomatic card expires in 2022, there is no fixed term for the 
Honorary Consul job in Northern Ireland. 

So this new journey begins with Sinclair proactively networking and 
researching what is of interest and need between NZ and NI ventures. 
Making contacts at the local universities, companies and science park as 
well as encouraging cooperation between the two countries where 
previously they only saw competition. Food, dairy, poultry and sciences are 
some of the industries that are strongly represented in both countries. 
Queens University is working on a link between the quality of food and the 
wellness of life which mirrors the NZ way of approaching life, so there are 
plenty of opportunities for collaboration and exchange of ideas between the 
two. 

When Sinclair was asked to think of iconic New Zealand, surprisingly it 
wasn't the All Blacks that sprang to mind for this self-confessed rugby 
fanatic. It was the French sinking of the Rainbow Warrior in Auckland in 
1985, the outdoor lifestyle, the encouragement of the diversity of culture 



and the set of values that enables people to "be yourself". When Sinclair 
took Carmel to NZ for their six-week honeymoon in the spring of 2011, he 
was able to personally experience many of these traits. Their tour included 
Davenport in Auckland all the way through to Akaroa just out of 
Christchurch. The small French settlement captured his heart so much that 
had he visited "30 years earlier, I would have burnt my return ticket". The 
stunning location that opens itself up to you as you drive down from the 
hills into the town by the sea, the French feel of the village, its food and 
climate he found "absolutely wonderful. It's the closest place to heaven on 
earth". The travel didn't stop there though, there was so much more to 
explore including Geraldine where they saw the Worlds Largest Jersey and 
further south to Dunedin, the most Scottish place in the country where 
people were "really really friendly". Stops also included Wellington and of 
course, for this enjoyer of wine, the vineyards of Martinborough. While in 
the area, 

He also took time out to catch up with a former boss from his BT days, Paul 
Reynolds who at the time was the chief executive of Telecom in NZ. 

When being interviewed by a Middle Eastern television journalist years 
earlier, he made a passing but similar comment on friendliness when asked 
to describe Irish people. "Rather than fight, we decided that we needed to 
get people to like us, so we opened Irish pubs across the world and now they 
love us". 

It is exactly for these reasons that Professor Stockman is qualified enough to 
fulfil his new post as Honorary Consul. Being born and raised in Northern 
Ireland by a mother from Brussels and his father from Tobermore, Sinclair 
left these shores in 1983 where he spent over a decade in England until work 
took him to France for an even longer stretch. It was during this time that he 
and his late wife raised two daughters who, now grown with families of 
their own, are both involved in humanitarian occupations outside of all the 
countries in which they were raised. Sinclair knows what it is like to live 
away from his homeland, to raise a family in a culture different from the one 
he knew and still be able to work and live a productive life in the village that 
is the world. Isn't that what us kiwi's are doing living here? 
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